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Pride. not to forget anyvone. It’s Pride season aga
and I wish our readers happy gay holidays wherever
they are.

his year’s celebrations looked for a while to be in danger
of being overshadowed by the horrific massacre in the
Pulse gay nightclub in Orlando.

Being one of the owners of a nightclub in Amsterdam, Club
Church, that really hit home. And we did get lots of anxious
questions about our security. Some customers went so far as

to advise us to remodel our entrance, have security agents
continually rove the club, only allow pin payvments so everyone is
traceable and introduce 1D checks with full body searches. Now |
imagine full body searches would have some fans, not sure about
the other measures, though.

We also received comments like ‘Do vou take extra precautions or
do you let evervone in. under the motto “we don't discriminate™
Since vesterday I do discriminate, under the motto “self
preservation™. Not too sure if we should ditch Article 1 of the
Dutch constitution quite so fast.

Of course, we have to be cautious, most of us are lo some extent.
When I strut over the Leidseplein on a drunken Saturday night. 1
have my eves in the back of my well-coiffured head as well. And as
a club owner we do take extra safeguards for our public’s safety.
But the likelihood that you get run over by a beer bike on your
way to the club is about a thousand times higher than any sort of
attack.

In spite of what happened in America, we're not going to allow
one criminal to make us give up the freedoms we have fought so
long for. We're not going to retreat back into a barricaded closet.
We will take precautions, but we won't be cowered. Like Baz
Luhrmann said in Strictly Ballroom ‘A life lived in fear is a life
half-lived"

In the week after the attack there was a quickly organized meeting
with Mayor Van der Laan. heads of Police and Justice and the

gay community. At the meeting the Mayor put it best: ‘During
Pride we celebrate our freedom and we won't let it be taken away
from us just like that.” Hear hear! So party on, let’s celebrate our
freedom and let’s not succumb to fear and division.

PS. I'll be bringing the Olvmpic Flame to the Homomonument to
launch the 12th International Drag Olvmpics on Friday 5th August
- hope to see vou all there!
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