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HOWTO I
THE SCEN

In the afterglow of a Europride that showcased:
best of gay Amsterdam, il's easy Lo forget how mue
smaller the local scene has actually become. The
front page obituary in local paper Het Parool last
spring for the Reguliersdwarsstraat as a gay street,
though exaggerated, summed it up best.

t’s another milestone in the slow demise of a gay Amsterdam,

although one that some see as a sign that emancipation is

s0 complete that a visible scene is no longer necessary. In

any case, Amsterdam, ever the ‘gidsstad’, has unwittingly
provided a textbook example of how to knock off a city’s thriving gay
scene. Here is how you do it, in two casy steps:

Step 1- Identify what makes the scene truly unigue

What marketers call the unique selling point, I would describe as the
goose that lays the golden egg. In gay Amsterdam it was sex, drugs and
rock “n’ roll (or disco or house. depending on your era). In the 50's,

that meant two men or two women just being able to dance together
without police harassmenlt in clubs like DOK and De Schakel. In the
60's and 70's, it meant sexual freedom with the blossoming of cruise
areas, saunas and dark rooms. We had some of the first leather clubs in
the world. Even Freddy Mercury flew over from the UK to visit them.

Step 2- Shoot the goose

For undoubtedly many good “city marketing™ reasons, Amsterdam has
strived to eliminate its naughty image to go upmarket, with countless
new anti-sex and drugs policies. The ‘sex’ has been taken out of
homosexual (1 guess that makes us homouals?).

The Red Light District has also fallen victim to this new moralism,
Amsterdam is going for the luxury market, | love a little pampering
every now and then -but we've closed down the underground, the
alternative, the sexual and the queer to do it- the very birthplace of
our community. We've paved paradise and put up a Waldorf Astoria.

This is our city and we are the ones to determine its future, IUs up lo
us whether we let the gay scene disappear altogether, We can throw
parties, launch new events or businesses. We can vote for truly liberal
politicians. We can fight against the moralists and Haunt our sex and
sexuality as we see fit. Because the death of our gay scene is not a sign
of liberation- it's a suppression of what makes us unique

Greek-Australian Jennifer Hopelezz (38) arrived in Amsterdam in 1990
She (co-) started Pink Point, Homomonument Festivals, Drag Olympics
and SuperBall. Nowadays she’s co-owner of Club Church, Sauna
Nieuwezijds & board member of Gala, She is mother of the House of
Hopelezz and lives apart together with her 3 fiancées & more than 50
children
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